[The pediatrician and the child in a multiethnic society].
The increasing immigration from developing countries has determined new health problems. Italian Pediatricians must become acquainted with these health concerns such as the excessive use of public pediatric structures, especially hospitals, specific diseases unusual among Italian children (malaria, tuberculosis, tropical parassitosis, sickle cell anemia, rickets and others), control of previous immunizations and repetition when one is not sure of their efficacy. Moreover, immigrated children seem to be more susceptible to common pediatric diseases (mostly infections) than Italian children. Finally, children adopted from developing countries deserve special attention because they arrive from a very poor social context with frequent history of important infectious diseases, congenital diseases, malnutrition and abuse. Central precocious puberty is a frequent evolution in some of the adopted girls.